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April  Membership  Meeting 

Our  meeting  this  month  will  feature  an  illusti'ated  talk  on  the  ecology 
of  the  Berkeley  Hills  by  writer-photographer  (and  former  Gull  editor) 
Phila  Witherell  Rogers.  The  meeting  will  be  on  Thursday,  April  21,  7:30 
p.m.,  at  Northbrae  Community  Church,  941  The  Alameda,  Berkeley. 

Conservation  Notes 

The  “Endangered  American  Wilderness  Act”  has  been  reintroduced 
to  the  new  Congress;  the  bill  had  been  introduced  by  Senator  Frank 
Church  and  Representative  Morris  Udall  in  the  old  Congress.  If  enacted, 
the  bill  would  provide  protection  for  some  important  de  facto  wilderness 
areas  and  ensure  study  of  others.  Some  of  the  areas  that  would  receive 
wd demess  designation  are  French  Pete  Creek  VaUey  in  Oregon,  the 
proposed  Golden  Trout  Wilderness  in  the  southern  Siena,  the  proposed 
West  Chicagof-Yakobi  Wilderness  in  southeast  Alaska,  and  other  ai-eas  in 
the  western  U.S.  We  hope  that  California  Congresspeople  wall  co- 
sponsor the  bill  and  work  actively  for  its  passage. 

Now  is  the  time  to  write  your  Congresspeople  about  legislation  af- 
fecting Alaska’s  wilderness.  The  bill  supported  by  the  Alaska  Coalition, 
composed  of  most  major  conservation  organizations,  would  protect  some 
of  the  most  important  of  Alaska’s  wilderness  and  wildlife  areas.  The  bill 
was  introduced  in  the  House  by  Representative  Morris  UdaU  and  in  the 
Senate  by  Senator  Lee  Metcalf.  It  is  our  hope  tliat  tlie  biU  will  get  the 
necessary  support  for  passage. 

We  urge  you  to  write  Congress  about  tlie  above  legislation.  A good 
article  on  letter-writing  by  Morris  Udall  is  in  the  February,  1977  Sierra 
Club  Bulletin. 
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The  proposed  Mount  Shasta  Mhlderness  Area  is  a scenic,  forested  area 
at  the  base  of  Mount  Shasta  in  northern  California,  and  is  presently 
owned  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Land  Company.  Delays  by  tlie  U.S. 
Forest  Service  have  allowed  Southern  Pacific  to  begin  logging  the  area 
and  reduce  its  wilderness  value.  Hearings  are  being  held  tliis  year  to 
determine  the  status  of  the  Mount  Shasta  Wilderness  Aarea.  Please  write 
and  express  your  opinions  to  the  following  people: 


Richard  Pfilf,  Forest  Supervisor 
Shasta-Trinity  National  Forest 
1615  Continental  Street 
Redding,  California  96001 

Douglas  Leisz,  Regional  Forester 
U.S.  Forest  Service 
630  Sansome  Street 
San  Famcisco,  California  94111 


John  McGuire 
U.S.  Forest  Service 
Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.C.  20250 

Representative  Harold  T.  Jolmson 
2347  Rayburn  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 
Senator  Alan  Cranston 
451  Senate  Ofifice  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 


BAY  FARM  ISLAND  SHORE  THREATENED 

Four  miles  of  shoreline  stretch  along  the  Harbor  Bay  Isle  property  on 
Bay  Farm  Island  in  Alameda.  The  H.B.I.  fill,  destined  for  development 
of  housing  and  light  industry,  has  always  been  plagued  with  controversy. 
And  currently,  an  important  issue  is  brewing  that  deserves  very  careful 
attention.  The  environmental  impact  report  on  this  property  and  the 
developers’  literature  describe  a continuous  band  100  feet  wide  all  along 
the  shoreline,  some  32.6  acres  of  waterfront  property  open  to  the  public. 
The  developers  are  now  claiming  that  due  to  delays  in  construction, 
lawsuit  costs,  and  forced  reduction  in  density  of  the  development,  they 
need  to  retain  private  ownership  of  the  perimeter  in  order  to  avoid 
financial  crisis. 

A plan  of  shoreline  treatment  was  submitted  by  H.B.I.  to  the  Bay 
Construction  and  Development  Commission  for  evaluation  early  in 
February  1977.  When  concerned  citizens  asked  to  see  the  plan,  they 
were  denied  that  request  by  Alameda  city  oflBcials,  even  though  the  plan 
was  a public  record  and  available  through  B.C.D.C.  Additional  cause 
for  concern  is  a map  illustrating  another  feature  of  the  development 
recently  considered  by  the  city  staff:  this  map  shows  two  “nodules”  (one 
3 acres,  the  other  acre)  of  shoreline  open  to  the  public,  in  contrast  to 
the  original  continuous  strip  of  32.6  acres. 

On  February  23  a group  of  Alamedans  met  and  formed  Save  Our 
Shoreline.  They  define  their  objective  as  assuring  public  access  to  the 
Bay  and  open  space  on  a continuous  shoreline  strip  of  not  less  than  100 
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feet  from  the  mean  high  tide  line  all  along  the  Bay  Farm  Island  water- 
front. Within  two  days  H.B.I.  withdrew  their  plans  from  B.C.D.C., 
though  it  is  not  clear  why. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  shoreline  is  threatened.  To  what  extent 
is  difBcult  to  evaluate  at  this  time.  Readers  of  The  Gull  who  are  inter- 
ested in  having  tlie  Bay  Farm  Island  waterfront  open  to  the  public  or 
who  would  like  more  information  should  contact  Leora  Feeney,  S.O.S. 
chairwoman,  at  522-8525;  or  Rosalie  McPherson  of  the  Alameda  City 
Planning  Board,  635-4902.  Both  numbers  are  best  reached  after  1:00 
p.m.  Alameda  residents  will  be  especially  valuable  in  affecting  city 

-CONSERVATION  COMMITTEE 

Febraary  Observations 

Typically,  February  ushers  in  the  “doldrums”  in  the  birding  world, 
with  the  best  birds  being  winterers  lingering  on,  and  with  birders  just 
marking  time  until  April  brings  the  rush  of  spring  arrivals.  Northern 
California  showed  this  pattern  this  year,  with  the  notable  exception  of 
interesting  pelagics  in  Monterey  Bay;  in  contrast,  the  San  Diego  area 
recorded  the  state’s  first  official  Anhinga,  super  rare  Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbird and  Common  Crackle,  and  tidbits  like  Eastern  Phoebe,  Broad- 
winged Hawk,  and  Lark  Bunting.  For  variety’s  sake,  I’ll  deal  with  our 
sightings  by  topics  rather  than  in  strict  taxonomic  order. 

Many  of  the  more  interesting  birds  found  previously  during  the  winter 
were  reported  in  February.  Among  these  were  the  Tufted  Duck,  in 
Richardson  Bay  through  the  herring  run  that  occurred  the  first  week  of 
the  month  ( PS ) , and  the  Lake  Merritt  male  that  was  present  on-and-off 
most  of  the  month  ( HC ) . An  Oldsquaw  at  Fisherman’s  Wharf,  Monterey, 
and  three  at  Princeton  were  seen  by  many.  Rock  Sandpipers  south  of 
their  usual  wintering  limit  continued  to  be  found  near  Pescadero  ( Pebble 
Beach)  and  Princeton,  and  the  Pacific  Grove  Ruff  continued  to  add 
birders  in  record  numbers  to  her  list  all  February.  Tlie  Palo  Alto  Glaucous 
Gull  was  found  through  at  least  the  5th,  another  was  seen  flying  over 
San  Francisco  15  Feb  (DD),  while  a Franklin’s  Gull  (the  bird  from 
Richmond? ) was  described  during  the  Richardson  Bay  herring  run  ( TO ) . 
San  Francisco  had  two  Tropical  Kingbirds:  the  Lake  Merced  bird 
through  at  least  the  25th,  and  another  in  Golden  Gate  Park  13-21  Feb 
(MO).  The  Nicasio  Northern  Shrike  prolonged  its  visit.  A Nashville 
Warbler  was  seen  at  Bolinas  Lagoon  13  Feb  (NS),  and  the  two  Pacific 
Grove  Palm  Warblers  continued  to  winter  in  the  El  Carmelo  Cemetery. 
On  18  Feb  a Western  Tanager,  three  White-throated  Sparrows,  and 
two  Swamp  Sparrows  were  fotmd  at  the  Carmel  River  mouth  (RS), 
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Some  new  birds  of  interest  were  also  discovered.  A Yellow-billed  Loon 
(the  only  one  this  winter?)  put  in  an  appearance  at  Princeton  Harbor 
19-27  Feb  (MO,  JD,  CB  (et  al.J.  An  albino  Sandhill  Crane  at  Mendota 
Refuge  21  Feb  ( KH ) provided  a brief  moment  of  panie;  it  appeared  all 
white  with  a red  crown.  Dick  Erickson  added  to  our  perfunctoiy  know- 
ledge of  gulls  in  the  delta  region:  on  27  Feb  he  found  a Glaucous  near 
Oakley,  900  Herrings  and  500  Thayer’s  at  the  pig  farm  on  the  Holland 
Tract,  Contra  Costa  Co.,  and  a Black-legged  Kittiwake  ( very  few  inland 
records)  at  Martinez.  Interestingly,  it  appears  that  Thayer’s  Gulls  in 
our  region  are  concentrated  on  the  periphery  of  the  Bay— the  delta  area, 
the  San  Leandro  and  Hayward  dumps,  and  at  Palo  Alto.  A small  flight 
of  Evening  Grosbeaks  brought  at  least  thi’ee  birds  to  two  feeders  in 
Berkeley  (JC,  LS).  Most  exciting  were  two  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  on 
Bolinas  Lagoon  4-6  Feb  ( BS,  RS,  JL  et  al.J;  they  may  be  regular  winterers 
in  tiny  numbers  (and  extremely  difficult  to  find)  in  California’s  coastal 
salt-water  marshes. 

As  promised,  pelagics  made  some  impressions.  Among  the  interesting 
finds  (none  reaUy  shocking)  on  boat  trips  in  Monterey  Bay  were  several 
Black-footed  Albatross  throughout  tlie  month,  a Short-tailed  Shear- 
water 20  Feb  (RS),  two  Manx  Shearwaters  13  Feb  (DR,  SFB),  two 
Ashy  Storm-Petrels  28  Feb  (CM),  a Marbled  Murrelet  28  Feb  (CM), 
and  up  to  seven  Xantus’  Murrelets  20  Feb  (RS).  More  exciting  was  tlie 
Laysan  Albatross  that  munched  sandwiches  around  the  boat  13  Feb 
(DR,  SFB)  and  two  present  on  28  Feb  (CM)  in  heavy  seas.  But  with  the 
latter  two  birds  was  the  mystery  bird  of  the  month:  an  albatross  similar 
in  the  details  noted  to  the  Laysan  but  smaller,  with  an  all-dark  gray 
head  and  white  underwings.  The  biU  apparently  was  not  noted.  This 
brief  description  best  fits  a race  of  the  Shy  Albatross,  but  it  is  thought 
to  be  rare  and  sedentary  around  its  breeding  grounds  off  New  Zealand 
(tliough  the  larger  race  of  the  Shy  Albatross  has  been  recorded  once 
off  Washington).  Gray-headed  and  Buller’s  Albatross  fit  part  of  the 
description,  but  there  are  no  North  Pacific  records.  What  was  it?  We’ll 
probably  never  know,  but  (as  Joe  Morlan  would  say)  it  sure  sounds 
like  something  good. 

Observers:  Stephen  F.  Bailey,  Chuck  Bernstein,  Jim  Clayton,  Herold 
Connon,  Donna  Dittmann,  Jon  Dunn,  Dick  Erickson,  Keith  Hansen, 
Jolm  Luther,  Glenn  Moffat,  Todd  Olsen,  Mike  Ozaki,  Don  Roberson, 
Phil  Sehaeffer,  Leslie  Seraud,  Bruce  Sorrie,  Rich  Stallcup,  Nick  Story, 
mob  (many  observers). 

—DON  ROBERSON,  Observations  Editor 
2244  Encinal  Avenue  *5 
Alameda,  California  94501  (865-2462) 
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Field  Trips  Calendar 

BRING  LUNCH  ON  ALL  TRIPS  UNLESS  OTHERWIS  INDICATED 

Saturday,  April  2 — Bothe-Napa  State  Park.  Details  in  March  Ckill. 
Leaders:  Pat  Triggs  (664-8502)  and  Gene  Hull  (525-6893). 

Sunday,  April  3 — Bodega  Bay.  Details  in  March  Gull.  Leader: 
Gordon  Bolander. 

Saturday,  April  9 — Putah  Creek,  Solano  County  (about  75  miles 
northeast  of  Bay  Area,  approach  via  Vacaville  off  Interstate  80).  Meet 
in  parking  lot  at  top  of  Monticello  Dam,  east  end  of  Lake  Berryessa, 
at  8:00  a.m.  We  will  bird  the  dam  as  well  as  along  Putah  Creek,  and 
expect  to  see  Canyon  and  Rock  Wrens,  Phainopeplas,  nesting  Northern 
Orioles,  and  many  other  resident  and  migrating  birds.  Leader:  Bob 
O’Brien  (526-8241). 

Easter  Sunday,  April  10 — A leisurely  morning  walk  in  the  uncrowded 
areas  of  Golden  Gate  Park.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at  43rd  Avenue  and 
Fulton  Street.  Lunch  optional.  Leader:  Betty  Short  (921-3020,  work). 

Monday,  April  11 — Lakes  Solano  and  Berryessa.  From  Interstate 
80  east  of  Fairfield  take  Cherry  Glen  Road  turnoff;  drive  north  0.8  mile 
to  meet  at  first  crossroad  at  9:30  a.m.  About  V/z  hour  drive  from  San 
Francisco.  We  will  bird  Pleasants  Valley  Road  first.  Leaders:  IDelpha  de 
Timofeev  (632-5176)  and  Marcia  Fisher  (237-5671). 

Wednesday,  April  13 — Mini-trip  to  Mines  Road,  east  of  Livermore. 
Meet  in  Berkeley  at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  Claremont  Hotel,  Ashby  Ave. 
entrace  parking  lot,  to  car  pool.  We  should  see  nesting  American  Kestrels, 
Lewis’  Woodpeckers,  and  Phainopeplas.  Leader:  Ruth  Voss  (525-8032). 

Saturday,  April  16 — Mines  Road  from  Livermore  to  Patterson— from 
valley  orchards  to  desert-like  country  east  of  Mt.  Hamilton  for  a great 
variety  of  birds.  Costa’s  Hummingbird  and  Roadrunner  are  good  possi- 
bilities. Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Livermore  at  the  parking  lot  across  from 
the  ARCO  station  on  South  Livermore  Ave.  and  2nd  Street.  Be  prepared 
to  drive  on  mountainous  roads.  Bring  lunch  or  buy  food  and  drink  at  the 
Branding  Iron  Inn  around  noon.  Leader:  Art  Edwards  ( 447-3720,  Liver- 
more). 

Saturday  & Sunday,  April  16  & 17 — CasMell  Memorial  State  Park. 

You  have  several  choices:  camp  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  at  tlie 
delightful  campground  (choose  yoiu  ovm  site,  no  reservations);  come 
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to  Caswell  after  the  Mines  Road  trip  and  camp  Saturday  night;  or  just 
join  us  for  a day.  In  any  case,  meet  at  9:00  a.m.  on  both  mornings  at 
the  park  entrance.  Take  Hwy  120  through  Manteca,  turn  south  on  Hwy. 
99,  watch  for  Caswell  Park  turnoff  near  Ripon,  follow  signs  to  park.  A 
leisurely  weekend  to  enjoy  the  varied  bird  life  of  this  park,  including 
migrating  warblers;  White-tailed  Kites  and  Swainson’s  Hawks  are  known 
to  breed  here.  Leader:  Gene  Hull  (525-6893). 

Wednesday,  April  20 — Mini-trip  to  Golden  Gate  Park  Fuchsia 
Gardens  for  hummingbirds.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at  Stanyan  and  Hayes 
entrance  to  gardens.  Lunch  optional.  Leader:  Erlene  Hevel  (661-4251). 

Saturday,  April  23— -A  trip  to  Saratoga,  where  Gail  and  Doug  Cheese- 
man  of  De  Anza  College  will  tell  us  about  the  Why  and  How  of  bird 
banding  at  their  banding  station.  From  Interstate  280  take  Saratoga  exit 
to  Big  Basin  Way.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  the  unpaved  parking  lot  beside 
the  movie  theater  located  on  the  left  side  of  Big  Basin  Way,  just  past 
Fourth  Street.  We  will  carpool  from  there  to  our  leaders’  home.  A birding 
walk  in  the  surrounding  hills  or  Stevens  Creek  Park  is  on  the  agenda  later 
in  the  day.  Leaders:  Gail  and  Doug  Cheeseman  (408-867-1371). 

Sunday,  April  24 — Birding-by-ear  for  summer  visitors:  flycatchers, 
vireos,  warblers.  At  the  same  time  learn  how  you  can  help  with  Point 
Reyes  Bird  Observatory’s  Marin  County  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  project. 
Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  at  the  Mountain  Theater  parking  lot,  one  mile  off 
Panoramic  Hwy.  on  the  way  to  the  top  of  Mt.  Tamalpais.  Be  prepared  to 
be  quiet,  walk  2-3  miles,  and  bring  portable  snack.  If  you  want  to  join 
us  on  a hike  along  Bolinas  Ridge  later  in  the  day,  bring  lunch.  Leader: 
Marie  Mans  (284-7681). 

Friday,  Saturday,  & Sunday,  April  29  & 30,  May  1 — A camping 
trip  to  Pinnacles  National  Monument.  Campsite  No.  6 in  the  Chalone 
-Annex  group  campground  has  been  reserved  for  us  for  Friday  and  Satur- 
day nights.  Birding  trips  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  mornings  will  start 
from  the  campsite  between  6:30  and  7:00  a.m.  Be  prepared  to  walk. 
Poor-wills,  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds,  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches,  and 
many  migrating  warblers  are  usually  common  at  this  time  of  year.  There 
is  a small  entrance  fee;  mention  Audubon  at  the  entrance.  Leaders:  Chris 
Coombe  and  Darrell  Hall  (655-0706). 

Sunday,  May  1 — Black  Diamond  Mines  for  a close  look  at  the  bird 
life  on  the  northeast  slopes  of  Mt.  Diablo.  Our  leader  is  a ranger  in  this 
new  3,000  acre  East  Bay  Regional  Preserve  and  has  been  keeping  track 
of  the  birds  here  since  before  it  opened  to  the  public.  Three  miles  of 
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walking,  some  steep;  more  if  you  stay  in  the  afternoon.  From  Hwy.  4 
between  Pittsburg  and  Antioch  take  Somersville  Road  exit,  go  south  on 
Somersville  to  park  entrance.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  parking  lot.  Leader: 
Jeffrey  Wilson  (654-2691). 

Thursday,  May  5 — Mini-trip  to  Presidio  of  San  Francisco  to  see 
Hooded  Orioles.  Meet  at  10:30  a.m.  at  parking  lot  across  from  main 
Muni  bus  station  inside  the  Presidio  at  Lincoln  Blvd.  and  Anza  (take 
Muni  lines  45,  28,  or  43  to  get  here).  Transportation  can  be  provided  from 
this  point.  Lunch  optional;  picnic  tables  nearby.  Leader:  Donna  Ditt- 
mann  (468-2688). 

Saturday,  May  7 — Beaches  and  ocean  south  of  San  Francisco. 
Special  attraction:  the  Bank  Swallow  colony.  Meet  at  8:30  a.m.  at  Lake 
IMerced,  at  the  North  Lake  parking  lot  at  the  foot  of  Sunset  Blvd.  Access- 
ible by  72  Muni  bus.  Leader:  Mike  Ozaki  (665-3516). 

You  may  want  to  continue  down  the  coast  after  this  trip,  stay  over- 
night, and  join  tomorrow’s  trip  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains  (see  below). 

Sunday,  May  8 — An  all-day  field  trip  from  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains 
to  the  Pacific.  Mountain  Quail,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers,  Solitary  Vireos, 
Sage  and  Black-chinned  Sparrows  occur  along  the  ridge;  shearwaters, 
marine  and  land  migrants  along  the  coast.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  sharp  at 
the  parking  entrance  to  Castle  Rock  State  Park,  two  miles  South  of  the 
intersection  of  Hwys.  9 and  35  on  Skyline  Blvd.  (Hwy.  35)  along  the 
Santa  Clara/Santa  Cruz  county  line.  Bring  lunch  to  carry  and  be  pre- 
pared to  hike  6+  miles  up  along  the  ridge;  bring  scopes  for  coastal 
birding.  Car-pooling  is  greatly  encouraged  due  to  very  limited  parking. 
(To  avoid  driving  early  Sunday  morning,  you  may  want  to  camp  at  Big 
Basin  State  Park  on  Saturday  night.  Reservations  recommended).  Leader: 
Gene  Makishima  (651-0848,  Fremont). 

Birding  at  Eagle  Lake 

A special  three-day  trip  to  one  of  California’s  most  beautiful,  and 
birdiest,  areas  will  again  be  conducted  by  Phil  Schaeffer,  Manager  of 
Audubon’s  Richardson  Bay  Wildlife  Sanctuary  and  Whittell  Education 
Center,  on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  3-5,  1977. 

This  trip  to  Eagle  Lake,  located  northwest  of  Susanville,  will  provide 
a unique  opportunity  for  members  of  all  of  the  northern  California 
Audubon  chapters  to  come  together  for  an  exciting  weekend  of  excellent 
birding. 

Last  year  saw  125  participants  from  ten  Audubon  chapters  in  atten- 
dance. More  than  100  species  were  observed  including  nesting  Black 
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Terns,  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds,  Mountain  Bluebirds,  Black-backed 
Three-toed  Woodpeckers  as  well  as  Bald  Eagles,  Purple  Martins,  Green- 
tailed Towhees,  Pinyon  Jays  and  Goshawks. 

This  trip  will  also  be  highlighted  by  a U.S.  Forest  Service  presenta- 
tion on  their  highly  successful  Osprey  Management  Plan  and  a visit  to 
the  Osprey  nesting  area. 

The  cost  of  this  program  will  be  $2-$3  per  person.  Reservation  forms 
and  further  information  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to:  National  Audu- 
bon Society,  376  Greenwood  Beach  Rd.,  Tiburon,  Calif.  94920.  (Please 
include  a stamped,  self-addressed  envelope!) 

Help  Wanted 

The  Gull’s  editor  would  like  to  have  an  editorial  assistant,  someone 
who  is  literate  and  can  type  accurately,  to  turn  marked-up  rough  drafts 
into  clean,  finished  copy.  If  this  someone  is  also  able  to  deliver  copy  to 
the  printer  (in  south  Berkeley)  and  do  other  errands,  all  the  better.  No 
journalistic  experience  is  required,  but  an  interest  in  picking  nits  is 
definitely  an  asset.  There  is  no  pay,  and  the  working  conditions  are  not 
the  best— practically  all  of  the  work  on  The  Gull  gets  jammed  into  the 
first  w'eek  of  each  montli,  ruining  nights  and  weekends— but  the  rehef 
at  getting  it  done  each  month  is  reward  enough.  If  you  can  help,  and 
live  in  or  near  Berkeley,  please  call  Nick  Story  at  527-0210  (home)  or 
642-5038  (office). 

Birdwatching  Classes 

FREMONT  ADULT  SCHOOL 

Would  you  like  to  learn  more  about  the  birds  in  your  yard?  Or  the 
ones  in  the  park?  Spring  is  a great  time  for  watching  and  listening  to 
tlie  birds.  In  a class  offered  through  tire  Fremont  Adult  School,  you  will 
learn  about  spring  migrants  and  will  watch  birds  building  their  nests 
and  raising  their  young.  Classes  will  be  held  in  parks  in  the  East  Bay, 
including  Sunol,  Tilden,  Coyote  Hills,  Chabot,  and  Levin  Parks. 

The  11-week  course  will  be  held  on  Tuesdays  from  9:30  a.m.  to  12:30 
p.m.,  beginning  March  22.  It  will  be  taught  by  Alice  Hoch.  The  first 
class  meeting  will  be  in  Room  17  of  Blacow  Elemoatary  School,  40404 
Sundale  Drive,  Fremont. 

It  is  suggested  that  you  pre-register  at  the  Adult  School  office,  40775 
Fremont  Blvd.,  Room  8.  You  may  also  enroll  at  any  class  meeting.  Reg- 
isti-ation  is  $4.00.  However,  tliere  is  no  fee  for  those  over  60,  under  18, 
or  those  working  toward  a diploma.  All  are  welcome  — begirmers,  ad- 
vanced birders,  senior  citizens,  young  people,  non-residents. 
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ALEXANDER  LINDSAY  JUNIOR  MUSEUM 

A field  and  lecture  course  on  birds  of  the  Bay  Area  and  Northern 
California  will  be  offered  at  the  Alexander  Lindsay  Junior  Museum  of 
Natural  Sciences  in  Walnut  Creek,  starting  Thursday,  April  14,  at  7:30 
p.m.  The  instructor  will  be  Craig  Hohenberger.  This  six-week  course 
consists  of  two  lectures  and  six  one-day  field  trips  on  weekends.  Binoc- 
ulars are  required. 

The  cost  of  the  class  will  be  $25.00.  For  more  information  call  the 
museum  at  935-1978  or  write  to  Sam  Smoker,  Lindsay  Junior  Museum, 
1901  First  Avenue,  Walnut  Creek,  California  94596. 

Beginning  Birdwatching.  A weekend  course  will  be  offered  through 
the  Lindsay  Junior  Museum,  April  15,  16,  and  17  (late  Friday  afternoon 
and  all  day  Saturday  and  Sundy).  College  credit  is  available  through 
Saint  Mary’s  College  Extension.  Contact  the  museum  (see  above)  for 
more  information. 

Gifts  and  Bequests 

FOR  GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
In  memory  of : 

Fernande  deChetaldi  Kathryn  Grundman 

FOR  AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH 
In  memory  of : 

Clayton  Arford  Kempf  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Fawkes 

FOR  AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH  LIBRARY  FUND 
In  memory  of : 

Violet  Homem  Bob  and  Florence  Fisher 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Covel 
Kathryn  Grundman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Adamson 
Walter  and  Betty  Olds 
T.I.F.O. 

PLEASE  NOTE:  At  its  February  meeting,  the  Board  of  Directors  passed 
a resolution  stating  that  aU  checks  for  memorial  and  honorary  gifts  and 
bequests  must  be  made  out  to  GCAS  in  order  to  be  listed  in  The  Gull; 
improperly  inscribed  checks  have  been  causing  bookkeeping  and  audit- 
ing problems.  All  donations  will  be  used  as  specified  by  the  donors. 
Acknowledgement  will  be  made  in  The  Gull  and  personally  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary.  Please  send  checks  made  out  to  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Society  to:  Corresponding  Secretary,  GCAS,  2/18  Telegraph 
Avenue,  Berkeley,  California  94705.  All  gifts  are  tax  deductible. 
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Sierra  Nevada  Natural  Areas  Inventory 

The  National  Park  Service  has  contracted  with  ecologists  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  California  and  the  University  of  Montana  to  inventory  natural 
areas  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  for  possible  classification  as  Registered 
National  Landmarks.  Dr.  Robert  Curry,  geologist,  and  Drs.  Jack  Major, 
Dean  Taylor,  and  David  Randall,  plant  ecologists,  are  the  investigators 
carrying  on  this  study. 

The  area  being  surveyed  is  defined  by  the  physiographic  limits  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  and  includes  the  western  foothills  and  eastern  escarp- 
ment of  the  range.  Areas  recommended  for  classification  as  National 
Landmarks  will  be  selected  on  the  basis  of  their  representation  of  char- 
acteristic Sierran  ecosystems.  Outstanding  areas  of  unique  integrity  will 
be  reviewed  with  reference  to  the  potentiality  of  extending  present 
National  Park  boundaries  to  fully  include  representative  ecosystems  of 
the  region. 

Correspondence  regarding  the  details  of  site  selection  and  evaluation, 
and  suggestions  of  localities  for  consideration  in  this  survey,  should  be 
directed  to:  Dr.  Dean  Wm.  Taylor,  Department  of  Botany,,  University  of 
California,  Davis,  California  95616. 

Pelagic  Trip  in  June 

On  June  5th,  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  sponsor  a boat  trip 
to  view  albatross,  shearwaters,  alcids,  and  marine  mammals.  The  boat 
will  depart  Monterey  at  7:45  a.m.  and  will  return  in  the  afternoon.  Tlie 
fare  is  $14  per  person.  Please  send  a stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
and  check  payable  to:  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Boat  Trips,  2718 
Telegraph  Avenue  ’*‘206,  Berkeley,  California  94705.  Details  on  where 
to  meet  will  be  sent  with  the  acknowledgement.  Reseiwations  will  be 
taken  on  a first  come,  first  served  basis  and  will  close  when  the  boat  is 
fiUed. 

A Sea  Otter  Celebration 

The  National  Audubon  Society’s  Whittell  Education  Center  will  pre- 
sent “A  Sea  Otter  Celebration”  on  Sunday,  May  1,  from  9:00  a.m.  to 
5:00  p.m.  This  free,  day-long  program,  co-sponsored  by  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Society  and  Friends  of  the  Sea  Otter,  will  consist  of  a contin- 
uous presentation  of  displays  and  activities  including  speakers,  slide 
shows,  and  several  sensitively-photographed  color  films  on  this  most 
appealing  and  loveable  animal. 

The  Whittell  Education  Center,  site  of  this  special  event,  is  located 
in  Tiburon  at  376  Greenwood  Beach  Road.  Telephone  388-2524. 


42 


April  1977 


THE  GULL 


Note:  This  ballot  is  for  members  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  only. 
Unless  you  are  a member,  do  not  return  this  ballot. 

Check  one: 

I I This  ballot  represents  one  vote  for  each  candidate  marked. 

I I This  ballot  represents  two  votes  (family  membership). 

Vote  for  nine: 

I I Lenore  Johnsen,  President 

I I Shirley  Taylor,  First  Vice  President 

I I Dora  Conrath,  Second  Vive  President 

I I Michael  Cussen,  Treasurer 

I I Jolaine  Munck,  Recording  Secretary 

[~|  Gail  Overstreet,  Corresponding  Secretary 

J I Robert  Hirt,  Director 

I I David  Littlejohn,  Director 

I I Joseph  Morlan,  Director  (two-year  term) 

For  your  vote  to  be  counted,  this  ballot  must  be  returned  not  later  than 
April  30.  Please  remove  this  page  from  The  Gull  (with  your  name  and 
address  on  the  back)  and  mail  or  bring  it  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society,  2718  Telegraph  Avenue  #206,  Berkeley,  California  94705. 


Candidates  for  Board  of  Directors 

The  Nominating  Committee  submits  tlie  following  list  of  candidates 
for  election  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  elective  year  1977-78: 


President  Lenore  Johnsen 

First  Vice  President  Shirley  Taylor 

Second  Vice  President Dora  Conrath 

Treasurer  Michael  Cussen 

Recording  Secretary  Jolaine  Munck 

Corresponding  Secretary  Gail  Overstreet 

Director  (West  Bay,  3-yr.  term)  Robert  Hirt 

Director  (East  Bay,  3-yr.  term)  David  Littlejohn 

Director  (East  Bay,  2-yr.  term)  Joseph  Morlan 


Continuing  Directors  are  Donna  Dittmann  (West  Bay,  two  more  years), 
Elizabeth  Donchez  (West  Bay,  one  more  year),  and  Betty  Olds  (East 
Bay,  one  more  year).  A Director’s  regular  term  of  oflBce  is  three  years. 

—CHRIS  CARPENTER,  Chairman,  Nominating  Committee 
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OFFICERS 


DIRECTORS 


President,  Lenore  C.  Johnson  (254-3919) 

Second  Vice  President,  Dora  Conrath  (346-1920) 
Treasurer,  Michael  Cussen  (524-1549) 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Shirley  Taylor  (845-2415) 


Christopher  G.  Carpenter  (376-6802) 
Donna  Dittmann  (468-2688) 
Elizabeth  Donchez  (431-7840) 
Gwenyth  Donchin  (254-2608) 

Betty  Olds  (848-1407) 


STANDING  COMMITTEE  CHAIRPERSONS 

Conservation,  David  Littlejohn  (526-2572)  GULL  Editor,  Nick  Story  (527-0210) 

Education,  James  O.  Clayton  (524-2917)  Membership,  Betty  Olds  (848-1407) 

Field  Trips,  Marie  Mans  (284-7681)  Program,  Mike  Wihler  (664-6567) 

Publicity,  Gwenyth  Donchin  (254-2608) 
Above  are  all  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  RARE  BIRD  ALERT  (recorded)  843-2211 
Rare  Bird  Alert  compiler,  Joe  Morlan  (654-1358) 

Observations  for  THE  GULL,  Don  Roberson  (865-2462) 

Office  Manager,  Vera  Paraschak  (843-2222) 

Librarian,  Lisa  Johnsen  (843-2222) 


Mail  for  all  individuals  listed  above  should  be  sent  to  the  GGAS  office. 


Send  address  changes  to  office  promptly;^  Post  Office  does  not  forward  THE  GULL.  Monthly 
meetings:  third  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Joint  membership  — local  and  national  $15  per  year 
(individual);  $18  (family);  includes  AUDUBON  Magazine  and  THE  GULL;  to  join,  make 
checks  (no  cash)  payable  to  National  Audubon  Society  and  send  to  GGAS  office  to  avoid  delay  in 
receiving  THE  GULL.  Membership  renewals  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  National  Audubon 
office.  Subscriptions  to  THE  GULL  separately  $3  per  year;  single  issues  30<.  High  school  and 
college  student  membership  $8.50  per  year.  Senior  citizen  individual,  $12.00;  senior  citizen  family 
$15.00. 

The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.  was  established  January  25,  1917,  and  became  a chanter  of 
National  Audubon  in  1948. 

The  Gull  deadline  is  the  first  of  the  month  for  the  following  month. 
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